 HIST 201 –Fall 2019 
Critical Thinking Essay 
 “Liberty of Conscience”

It is in the very nature of democracy that there will be political discourse (speeches and writings) on the important issues of the day.  This is how a democratic republic works.  Opinions vary; positions differ, ideas evolve, depending on the issue. The relationship of church and state is one of those issues.   This assignment gives you an opportunity to consider and evaluate “Roger Williams on Liberty of Conscience” (written in 1655) as well as Amendment I of the U.S. Constitution (ratified 1791), both of which address a similar issue on the meaning of religious liberty or the separation of church and state. 

· Document from the U.S. History Workbook: “Roger Williams on Liberty of Conscience”

· First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution: this phrase only:  “Congress shall make no law respecting the establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof….”
Questions to consider:

What was it all about in Williams’ time?  What might have influenced his thinking?  
Explain the metaphor that he uses to make his point.  
What is Williams’ position?

What does the First Amendment say about religion in the new country?

Why might the Founding Fathers have considered it important to include this?
What do you think they meant?

Do you agree or disagree with Williams and/or Amendment I?  What do YOU think liberty of conscience or religious liberty or separation of church and state means—or should mean—today.  State and defend your own position.  Why do you think that?  This is your position.  
Instructions: 
1. Follow all instructions.  
2. Format:  
1) The Essay should be 1 - 2 typed pages: double-spaced, with standard margins, 12 cpi, and in Times New Roman font. 
2) Only this title—“Liberty of Conscience”—goes at the top of the essay.  Do NOT put your name or any other information on the essay itself. 
3) A paper copy is what you turn in on the due date.   Print out on front of page only.
· The “Critical Thinking Essay Rubric” (found in Moodle) goes on top.  Your name, etc., is on the rubric but not the essay itself.  
· Next, place a copy of your essay. 
· Staple rubric and essay together in the upper left-hand corner.
4) On Line: Also, you must post your essay only (no rubric, no name) in Turnitin by the due date.  Check Moodle to locate your access to Turnitin. 
3. Consult the Critical Thinking Rubric as you write and organize your essay.

· Introduction/Explanation of Issues:  Include Williams’ full name and the document title.  Identify the issue(s).  Do the same with Amendment I.  What will your paper show (your thesis)? 
· Context and Assumptions:  Discuss the historical context and assumptions that might have influenced Williams and the authors of Amendment I. 
·  Evidence from document and Amendment I:  Give an explanation of issue(s) as discussed by Williams.  What does he say and/or how does he make his point?  How does he use a metaphor to make his point? Be specific.  What does Amendment I say about religion in the United States?  Be specific here, too.  
· Thesis/Position/Conclusion: Offer YOUR position.  What do you think about the issue of the relationship of church and state or about liberty of conscience or freedom of religion? Do you agree or disagree with Williams or Amendment I?  Make YOUR case for what you believe or what you think about this issue today.  
· Sentence Structure, Mechanics, and Grammar:  There should be no major errors in grammar, sentence structure, word selection and use, spelling, capitalization, or punctuation.  Writing should demonstrate good paragraphing and organization, and should not be repetitious.  Avoid “fluff” (padding with unnecessary words, etc.)

· PROOFREAD.  Preferably out loud.  If it doesn’t make sense to you, it will not make sense to me.  

· NOTE:  This is NOT a research paper.  For background, you may incorporate information given in class or what you have read about Williams in your text.  Read Williams’ letter in the Workbook as well as that portion of Amendment I that addresses religion.  That’s it.  Do NOT consult other sources.  DO use quotation marks when quoting from Williams or the Constitution.  Do NOT use notations within the paper itself or attach End Notes.  This is primarily a THINK piece.
· Need help with understanding or writing (at any stage)?  You can ask me, of course.  Consult my office hours.  My office:  Kaufman 209-J.
· You also have access to the following:  The Write to Excellence Center tutors can help you with organization and writing. We also have a history tutor Mon.-Thurs. afternoons.   The Literature Lab tutors can help you understand the document or the amendment.  Location for both:  Room 115 in Kaufman Hall.  Bring a copy of these instructions, the rubric, and the document when you go.  
Due in class: Wednesday, October 30th.
